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After High School: 
Addressing the 
Financial Aid Gap

A FREE and flexible teaching resource
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Your host and important stuff

Teymour Ashkan
Intuit for Education Partnerships 
Lead

Explore Intuit for Education! Access Presentation
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Agenda

Introduction

Understanding the financial aid problem

Financial Aid Literacy

Using Intuit for Education college planning lessons

Reflections and Steps to Succeed
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● Do you currently teach your students about FAFSA and their post-high 
school options?

● Do you think your students are prepared for life after high school?

● What are the biggest barriers to college (and alternative pathways) 
readiness for your students?

Warm Up Discussion
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Understanding the financial aid problem

Over $4 billion dollars in federal financial aid (pell grants) left unused by students 
who do not apply for the FAFSA. Not even considering scholarship and state aid

FAFSA technical issues this last year led to a 8.8% drop rate of students who 
applied for FAFSA, numbering 184,000 students who are not able to go to 
college - most of them low-income and coming from mixed immigrant families

The FAFSA Tracker outlines how individual states are performing vs this the 2023 
cycle 

Source: NCAN (ncan.org)
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Financial Aid literacy

Personal finance graduation requirements increase credit scores and decrease severe 
delinquencies for 18-22 year olds find that financial literacy exposure reduces non-
student debt, increases credit scores, and improves repayment for those under 30.

Personal finance graduation requirements are effective in increasing students’ use of 
federal aid: students are 3 percentage points more likely to apply for aid and 5.3 
percentage points more likely to take out a direct federal Stafford loan. The 
education reduced private loan balances, and exposed students were 2 percentage 
points less likely to carry a credit card balance.

The increases in federal aid are strongest for students with less affluent family 
backgrounds: students with expected family contributions lower than $4,000 increased 
subsidized Stafford loan amounts by $183 on average, while Black and Hispanic students 
increased their subsidized Stafford amounts by $260 and $300, respectively

Source: Montana State University, Carla Urban, 2018 https://gflec.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Stoddard-Urban-CB-2018-UPDATED.pdf
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Financial Aid literacy

Source: Montana State University, Carla Urban, 2018 https://gflec.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Stoddard-Urban-CB-2018-UPDATED.pdf

Increases 
applications by 

3.5%

Increases the likelihood of 
taking out a Stafford loan by 

9.5 percent. 

Increases the 
likelihood of having 

a grant by 1.4 
percent

Decreases the likelihood of carrying 
a credit card balance by 21 percent. 

Reduces private loan 
balances by roughly 
$1,300 for borrowers.
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This suggests that personal finance in-formation in high 
school does not change students’ decisions about the 
value of college or their choice of institution (either 
on average or for specific groups of interest) but may 
improve the financial skills and abilities needed to 
complete the FASFA appropriately or to evaluate the 
impact of higher cost borrowing.

Source: Montana State University, Carla Urban, 2018 https://gflec.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Stoddard-Urban-CB-2018-UPDATED.pdf
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● Education program designed to help students 
become financially confident and career-
ready.

● Content on personal finance such as 
managing a budget, savings, taxes, and 
planning for a career and college.

● Helping students build their brand and start a 
business as as a successful entrepreneur.

● Free access to real-world tools and 
technology.

What is Intuit for Education
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Change the Way You 
Teach Financial Literacy

Personal Finance
Provide students with the information they need 
to become financially literate as they move 

into adulthood.

Entrepreneurial Finance
Help students develop the foundational 
financial knowledge they need to succeed in 
managing the finances of a small business.
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Why Intuit for Education? 

● What makes it special? The curriculum uses real-world simulations and 
calculators that help students practice making important financial decisions 

● Why should I try it? Intuit for Education is designed to act as a complement to 
resources you already use or a stand alone course so it’s an easy resource to 
keep lessons fresh and relevant 

● Why is it free? Intuit for Education was developed from Intuit’s Corporate 
Responsibility team which is dedicated to serving Intuit’s mission of powering 
prosperity which is why the program is 100% free

● Why Intuit? Intuit has been a leader in financial technology for the last 40-years 
with access to best-in-class innovations like the latest AI technology
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Create an Account

1. Enter your email, choose a password, then 
click Create account.

2. Click Get Started.

3. Enter name information and click Next.

4. Enter your school zip code and name, 
then click Next.

5. Click Submit OR Remind me later.
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Simulations

Empowering Students through Tailored Learning Experiences

Calculators
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Exploring Intuit’s Simulations and Calculators

1. Intuit for Education Simulations: In addition to the TurboTax Simulation, you can also 
use simulations from Quickbooks, Mailchimp, and Credit Karma for hands-on 
experience in personal finance management, bookkeeping, and marketing.

2. Credit Karma Calculators: Use Credit Karma calculators to explore loan repayment, 
student loan repayment, compound interest, and more.

https://education.intuit.com/home/filter?type=calculators
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Explore the Personal Finance Course

1. Once you’ve created an account, you will be on your Intuit for Education dashboard 

2. Please note you will need admin approval to add students to Intuit for Education

3. For this session we will focus on the TurboTax Simulation. Please click on the Personal 
Finance 
Course (not the self-paced version yet)

4. Scroll down to the Taxes Unit and open it
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Explore the Tax Unit in Intuit for Education
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What’s included in Intuit for Education Tax Unit

1. There are 6 lessons that encompass 6 hours. They are aligned to national standards 
from Jump$tart and Council for Economic Education.

2. Each lesson has: 
(1) a Lesson Plan (example found here)

(2) Powerpoint (example found here)

(3) Two-Three Activities with an answer key only an educator can open 
(example found here) 

(4) Extension Activities from Quizlet and Kahoot, and an end of Unit Quiz 
(example found here)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z4qNjRRLBSIq0N4S5yWFvUKvHl9CbBvw9VWN91wjgVI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z4qNjRRLBSIq0N4S5yWFvUKvHl9CbBvw9VWN91wjgVI/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/133K_NNhYe8cWat1Ol0qjI0K7Ot8vP13sFys5woAsbvE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jmMXGpjDD1e_qe-Z4fvAYRnpdGi5Ja74AAK8oKxNGUU/edit
https://create.kahoot.it/share/tips-taxes/273e692b-0498-4134-be22-418281cc7478
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The TurboTax Simulation in Intuit for Education
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The TurboTax Simulation 

1. After Unit: Completion of all instructional content, bring in the TurboTax Simulation as a 
capstone activity. (Note: not the same as EverFI TurboTax Simulation)

2. Knowledge Application:  Test students’ knowledge in a hands-on environment. The simulation 
serves as a comprehensive review, reinforcing their tax understanding and skills. 

3. Determine your Objectives: Provide clear guidelines and objectives of the capstone activity. 
We have seen educators assign the TurboTax Simulation as a group activity, which works 
well.

4. After Simulation: Conduct a debrief session where students can discuss their experiences and 
challenges. This will reinforce their learning.

5. Final Quiz: Administer the end of tax unit quiz after the TurboTax Simulation. 

Note: We have seen quizzes administered before the TurboTax Simulation, which can also work.

https://education.intuit.com/home/simulation/turbotax?CORPMKTG-I4E-blended-browsing-ui-enabled=true
https://turbotax.everfi.com


Exploring Self-Paced Course
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When to use Self-Paced Course 

1. Assigning Homework: Using the self-paced course comes in handy when you need to assign 
lessons for students to complete at home. 

2. Before the Unit: Provide foundational knowledge and prepare students for the in-depth class 
activities and discussions. 

3. During the Unit: As supplementary material to reinforce classroom learning and allow 
students to explore topics at their own pace. Note: an educator can use both self-paced and 
educator-led (i.e. students working on self-paced in the classroom while bringing small 
groups for targeted review using educator-led resources)

4. After the Unit: As a review tool to consolidate understanding and ensure competency of tax 
concepts before final assessment



Let’s try it: QuickBooks Sales Tax Calculator
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Let’s try it: Using QuickBooks Sales Tax Calculator 

1. Practical Application: Students calculate sales tax for various transactions in different 
states. 

2. Real World Scenario: Business scenarios to apply the sales tax concepts

3. Introduction to Business Unit: Great tool to play with for students interested in 
business and want to understand business and sales tax

https://education.intuit.com/home/simulation/quickbooks/mock_sales_tax_calculator
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● JumpStart Paying for College Activities
● Paying for College Guided Content
● Paying for College Self-Paced Content
● Student Loan Calculator

Intuit for Education Planning for College Resources 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1muTI0G7Xo5xlD8i6m6U5N4ANaQhgzH3p/edit?tab=t.0
https://education.intuit.com/home/course/personal_finance_guided/paying_for_college
https://education.intuit.com/home/course/personal_finance/paying_for_college
https://education.intuit.com/home/calculator/student-loan
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● TurboTax Simulation (printed version)
● TurboTax Simulation Lesson Plan
● Review Credit Report Simulation (using Credit Karma)
● Credit Karma Debt Repayment Calculator Worksheet
● Credit Karma Auto Repayment Calculator and Worksheet
● Credit Karma Budget Calculator and Worksheet
● Building a Budget Simulation and Worksheet
● Arranging your Savings Account Simulation & Worksheet

Intuit for Education Simulation Examples

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u-GkqXxjNHAOw-eZk64XLXIiWarcjWvF9RCvachdi9Q/edit
https://education.intuit.com/home/course/personal_finance_guided/taxes/turbotax_simulation
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hjURYgInL-Nvk1f48P1fEfyNciuVkt4QopXxAnSiwhA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GoaSPUzOrJ-wYL5KH2JuSGJDYSaggCmvxRNO8bdJgr4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I4meRSF5NkeXPVin35Nbg4WMX7cT-T_TxTHWFVQ-mmM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I4meRSF5NkeXPVin35Nbg4WMX7cT-T_TxTHWFVQ-mmM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I4meRSF5NkeXPVin35Nbg4WMX7cT-T_TxTHWFVQ-mmM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ODpiKP-KPFz3YR9tyfKxqh1pX6Lz7j5pJCFIdeAJzxo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AqVYCizzFfcjqDF5sb2C45qSWESO-HidpkZU-zy27eU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KSqmXyIeP6LkjExYRICP3a2W2-AteUgGHq5AMaB6rLM/edit
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Small Group Activity | 15 minutes

Integrating the Simulations Different Learning Styles Technical Troubles

Help!! I’m Mrs.Navarro, 
teaching personal finance to 

high school seniors in 
Vermont. I’ve covered 

budgeting, savings,and all 
that fun stuff, but I need 

something hands-on. How 
do I fit this Intuit for 

Education simulation into my 
lesson plan without spending 

another long day changing 
my curriculum AGAIN.

I’m Mr.Rodriguez, juggling 
30 students who all learn 

differently. Some love tech, 
others want to know why 

they can’t the government 
Venmo our tax returns? How 

can I use this Intuit for 
Education simulation to 

reach my hands-on-kids, my 
visual learners, and my ‘why 
does this matter’ skeptics?

I’m Ms. Taylor, and I teach 
finance to classes of 10 to 30 

students in rural 
Pennsylvania. Sometimes I 
have enough computers, 

sometimes I’m lucky to have 
working marker. How can I 

make this Intuit for Education 
simulation work for big 

classes, small classes, and 
let’s be real, no-tech days?
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Intuit Educator Community

1. Click Educator Community on the 
left sidebar to join.

Navigate to
educatorcommunity.intuit.com

2. Add a username to complete your profile, then 
click Submit.

3. Introduce yourself to the community

4. Sign up for upcoming events!

Use community to share your experiences teaching financial literacy, have first invite to PD and special programs 
and ask for support from your peers and from Intuit!

http://educatorcommunity.intuit.com
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Your host and important stuff

Teymour Ashkan
Intuit for Education Partnerships 
Lead

Explore Intuit for Education! Access Presentation



Survey here



Contact info: 
teymour_ashkan@intuit.com

Technical issues:
education@intuit.com

mailto:teymour_ashkan@intuit.com
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